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 Leave the Santiago Zoo with a fully functioning captive breeding prodramst owned,
operated, and managed into the future by Chileans
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» Santiago Zoo has a fully functioning captive breeding program that is oopewted, and
managed into the future by Chileans







Captive male frog coughs up babies

Dante Fenolio

A captive bred Darwin's frog is held by a researcher shortly after it was coughed up from its
dad's vocal sac. Ten baby frogs were coughed up at a breeding facility in Chile on Thursday.

By John Roach

A captive male Darwin's frog coughed up ten babies Thursday at a zoo in Santiago, Chile, a
milestone in a project to save the amphibians from extinction

The vulnerable species is one of two members of the only genus on Earth that rears its young
inside of its vocal sac, a job taken on by the males.

"They have a small opening below their tongue. ... After [the eggs] hatch, he takes the
tadpoles into his mouth and manipulates them through that opening and into his vocal sac,"
Danté Fenolio, a conservation scientist with the Atlanta Botanical Garden, explained to me
today

"For about 60 days, they go all the way through to development inside his vocal sac. At that point when
they are ready, fully developed, he coughs up fully formed miniatures of the adult."
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