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With a little help from some friends!
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Head Start Project 1978-1993

Galveston NMFS Sea  Turtle Facility



1986 HEART Open House!



Help from School Children



Teaching about the Kemp’s ridleys



What is saving the Kemp’s ridleys?

� Public Awareness!

� Protection of Mexican nesting beaches

� Continued release of hatchlings

� Passage of federal Turtle Excluder Device legislation 

and consistent law enforcement

� Public and federal vigilance including sea turtle 

conservation organizations



Finding eggs on Upper  Texas 

Coast



“Smartie” goes home!



Dr. Andre M. Landry, Jr. 
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Mexican nests 1978-2011



June 5, 2012 Mexican Arribada



Nesting increasing on the Upper 

Texas Coast!



STRP provides signs at Galveston 

beaches



866-TURTLE-5 Signs



What else?
� No more Deep Water Horizon oil spills!

� Regulations, preparations and more concern for sea 

turtles in case of another oil spill.

� Sea turtle rehabilitation facility on the Upper Texas 

Coast and coastal waters recognized as critical habitat.

� Federal agencies demand that the State of Louisiana 

enforce TED regulations in their state waters.

� Close loopholes in TED regulations by putting them on 

skimmer trawls and dropping tow times which are not 

enforceable.



Help Needed!

To reach me:  Carole@seaturtles.org


